
Any person of any age, race, 
gender or socioeconomic 
background can be trafficked 
for sex or labor. Traffickers prey 
on vulnerabilities. Some risk 
factors include:

 � Poverty

 � History of abuse and neglect

 � Youth seeking needed 
attention and love

 � Running away from home

 � Little education

 � Drug addiction

 � Homelessness

 � Family dysfunction

 � Lack of support system

Resource numbers:

 � 911

 � FBI: 1.800.225.5324

 � National Missing and Exploited 
Child Unit: 1.800.843.5678

 � National Human Trafficking 
Hotline: 888.373.7888

If in doubt, report any suspicions.
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Human 
trafficking:
what to look for and 
how you can help



 � Inconsistent or scripted history

 � Doesn’t know current city  
or address 

 � Has few or no personal 
possessions

 � Youth who has a much older 
boyfriend/girlfriend

 � Youth who has items they  
cannot afford

 � Minor trading sex for anything of 
value (food, shelter, clothes, drugs, 
money, etc.)

 � Carrying large amount of cash

 � Unpaid or paid very little for work

 � Calls their significant other “daddy”

 � Frequent travel

 � Rehearsed responses

 � Living with employer

 � Displays signs of physical/
sexual abuse

 � Has branding tattoos 
indicating “daddy,” 

“property of” or trafficker’s 
street name

 � Multiple sexually 
transmitted infections

 � Malnutrition, dehydration

 � Lack of healthcare

 � Multiple pregnancies or 
abortions

 � Unusual occupational 
injuries

 � Clothing inconsistent with 
the weather

 � Looks younger than  
stated age

 � Is accompanied by a 
controlling person

 � Is accompanied by someone 
who interrupts, or corrects 
other person

 � Exhibits fear, nervousness 
and/or avoids eye contact

 � Is not in control of  
passport or ID

 � Exhibits hyper-vigilance, or 
subordinate demeanor

 � Cannot come and go from 
home as he/she wishes

 � Is not in control of his/her 
own money

 � Not able to take breaks  
at work
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