
early lung cancers. PET-CT provides 
a scan where you can see metabolic 
changes at the cellular level to see 
cancers and almost every cancer patient 
will need one or more during their 
treatment. Both machines are becoming 
a standard of care and needed to keep 
our award-winning Ascension Via Christi 
Cancer Center on the forefront of cancer 
treatment.
Other hospital needs include a 
renovation of the outpatient therapy 
area update and provide up-to-date care 
for more patients, addition of a care van 
driver to increase the number of patients 
being transported, and an additional 
ultrasound machine in the intensive 
care unit to provide quicker and more 
efficient care in urgent situations. 
Ongoing projects that are in need of 
constant funding include department 
grants, scholarships, continuing 
education, certifications, licensures, 
conferences, summer internships, patient 
assistance, and employee assistance. 
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Looking Forward: Identifying future and current needs in our hospital

35th Annual Gala: Emerald Anniversary celebrates past, present, and future

The Mount Carmel Foundation 
continuously reviews needs identified 
by Ascension Via Christi Hospital in 
Pittsburg to utilize private funds raised 
and make the most impact on our 
patients and hospital. The needs are 
many and varied and more than can 
be listed here, but let’s take a look 
at some upcoming and future needs. 
The Cancer Center will be having its 
25th anniversary in 2020 and to keep 
current with the times, their team has 
started a list of needs including the 
addition of a linear accelerator, PET-
CT (Positron emission tomography-
computed tomography) and renovation 
of a palliative care meeting room. The 
linear accelerator is the technology of 
today and is stereotactic radiosurgery 
capable. It delivers a higher dosage of 
radiation to a more specific area. For 
example, it can treat prostate cancer in 
5-6 treatments versus 45 and provides 
excellent treatment in lieu of brain or 
lung surgery for brain metastasis and 

Guests were welcomed to an anniversary 
celebration for the 35th Annual Mount 
Carmel Foundation Gala themed 
Emerald Anniversary on January 26, 
2019 at the Jack H. Overman Student 
Center Ballroom on the campus of 
Pittsburg State University. A large 
crowd of 400 guests attended the event 
founded over three decades ago to 
support the Mount Carmel Foundation 
and its mission to provide quality 
healthcare in Southeast Kansas. The 
evening raised approximately $114,000 
to help with patient needs at Ascension 
Via Christi Hospital Pittsburg. That was a 
12% increase over last year’s effort and a 
new fundraising record.
Hosts for the evening were Mr. Matthew 
and Mrs. Lacey O’Brien, Dr. Brett and 
Mrs. Clare Dunbar, and Mr. Vince and 
Mrs. Theresa VanBecelaere. The evening 
included a social hour, dinner, live 
auction, and silent auction. A drawing 
was held for a trip to Ireland and was 

won by Christopher Jones. A newer 
initiative called Fund-A-Need raised 
$20,000 in just minutes to assist in 
providing new phototherapy beds and 
belts for the pediatric inpatients and 
outpatients in need. That effort was 
successful due largely to a matching gift 
of $10,000 from the Ronald O. Thomas 
Foundation. Following dinner, many 
danced the night away listening to “Lost 
Wax.”
A sincere thanks goes out to everyone 
involved in the most successful gala 
to date for the foundation with special 
thanks to the 32 underwriters, auction 
donors, cash donors, guests, committee 
members, and event/service workers. 
Pictures of the evening can be found on 
the Mount Carmel Foundation Facebook 
page (search for Pittsburg, KS). Save the 
date and join us at the next gala  
January 25, 2020. ■
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If you would like to learn more about any 
of these needs, contact the foundation 
office. Thank you for your continued 
support of the mission of the hospital 
and serving the healthcare needs of 
Southeast Kansas. ■



Ascension Via Christi’s Emergency 
Department in Fort Scott, Kansas, 
opened its doors Feb. 18. In addition to 
the ER, Ascension Via Christi will provide 
diagnostic imaging and laboratory 
services in approximately 16,000-square 
feet of clinical space in Fort Scott, a city 
of about 8,000 residents 30 miles north 
of Pittsburg.
Ascension Via Christi Hospital in 
Pittsburg announced on Feb. 1 that 
it would assume operations of the 
emergency department in response 
to Mercy Fort Scott’s October 2018 
announcement that it would close the 
hospital. Mercy health system, based in 
Joplin, Missouri,closed the ER in Fort 
Scott on Jan. 31.
“We have worked diligently to retain the 
staff working at Mercy Fort Scott,” said 
Randy Cason, president of Ascension Via 
Christi Hospital in Pittsburg, adding that 
having an emergency room is critical 
for the residents of Fort Scott and 
surrounding communities.

Ascension Via Christi’s Fort Scott Emergency Department  
opened Feb. 18

Human Trafficking:  
Protecting our  
community 
Human trafficking is a hidden crime that 
is happening, here in Kansas, to the most 
vulnerable in our community. 
Often victims are runaway children or 
youth who have been kicked out of their 
homes and have nowhere to turn. 
Most human trafficking victims have a 
childhood history of being abused and 
neglected which, sadly, makes them 
ideal prey for traffickers. 
Once human trafficking victims turn 18, 
they are considered adults who make 
their own choices, and there a very few 
resources available to assist them. These 
victims endure multiple forms of trauma 
and are in need of numerous services. 
Healthcare professionals are in a unique 
position to identify and assist victims 
of human trafficking; many times the 
healthcare setting is the only place a 
victim may be alone with any type of 
professional. 
Ascension Via Christi continuously trains 
their healthcare professionals on how to 
recognize the signs of human trafficking 
and how to provide appropriate 
assistance. 
Since the launch of the initial training in 
2014 Ascension Via Christi has identified 
and assisted numerous victims of human 
trafficking. 
These individuals have a long journey 
ahead of them and often arrive at the 
hospital with only the clothes on their 
back. 
The Mount Carmel Foundation has set 
up a fund specifically to support the 
needs of victims and all gifts help. If you 
are interested in giving to this program, 
contact the foundation. ■

5th Annual Dress Red Luncheon: Fun and fundraising 
Thank you to the ladies who came out to attend the 5th Annual Dress 
Red Luncheon on February 22 at Crestwood Country Club. The event 
was open to all but focused on women and their heart health. Heart 
disease is the number one killer of women. Dr. Ali Hammad was the 
featured speaker. There was a raffle, prizes and entertainment. 
Over $1,000 was raised will go to support patient education and 
rehabilitation at the Ascension Via Christi Heart Center. ■

“Taking on emergency room and 
outpatient diagnostics responsibilities 
is a continuation of our mission to care 
for the residents of Southeast Kansas,” 
Cason said.
Mercy agreed to transfer its emergency, 
laboratory and radiology equipment on-
site to allow for a smooth transition of 
services.
“Our team has worked diligently over 
the past 60 days to get Fort Scott’s 
emergency department up and running 
as soon as possible,” said Cason. “We 
passed all of the regulatory inspections 
and certifications, and successfully 
completed our physician agreements 
and associate onboarding.
“I couldn’t be more proud of our 
Ascension Via Christi team for their hard 
work and we look forward to continuing 
our mission of caring for the residents of 
Southeast Kansas, including Fort Scott 
and the surrounding communities.” ■

On Valentine’s Day, Kansas City University of Medicine and Biosciences Joplin 
Campus, Pittsburg State University Irene Ransom Bradley School of Nursing, Dr. 
Mindi Garner, Ascension Via Christi Health in Pittsburg, Crawford County Health 
Department, and Mount Carmel Foundation hosted a healthy heart fair at Pittsburg 
State University’s Overman Student Center. Guests were given health screening, 
education, and referrals for services as needed. It was a successful first event that 
provided a great service to our community. ■

Heart Healthy Fair: Collaboration for a cause 



Keep in Touch
Would you like to learn more about 
your Mount Carmel Foundation? 
Would you like to learn about what the 
foundation is, what it does, and where 
the funds raised go? 
LIKE US on Facebook at  
facebook.com/mount.carmel.
foundation.
There you will get almost daily updates 
on the great works of your foundation 
with article links, photos, and brief 
updates. ■
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Remember Me Tree 
On December 10, the community 
honored family and friends at the 
annual “Remember Me Tree” dedication 
ceremony. This year, over 150 ornaments 

were sold to honor or remember 
a loved one during the holiday 
season and $2,355 was raised 
to provide for patients at 
Via Christi Pittsburg. This is 
a special program for the 
foundation and a great holiday 

tradition to remember 
loved ones.  ■

Breakfast with Santa
On the morning of December 15, over 
400 parents and kids gathered at 
Pittsburg Memorial Auditorium for a 
fun and free event for the community. 
It is a gift back to our community in 
appreciation for its support. Guests 
attended a play, ate breakfast, did crafts 
and had a visit by the big man himself. 
Thank you to all who came to visit, and 
we invite everyone to join us next year! ■

Mount Carmel Foundation:  
Mission Statement 
To secure and extend financial assistance 
to the operation, maintenance, facilities 
and services of Ascension Via Christi 
Hospital in Pittsburg, and to contribute 
to healthcare and maintenance of the 
people of southeast Kansas and the 
surrounding region.

Contact Us
Johnna Norton, 
Executive Director
PO Box 1173  
1 Mt Carmel Way 
Pittsburg, KS 66762
PH: 620-235-3512 
FX: 620-232-0493
johnna.norton@ascension.org
www.viachristi.org/
mountcarmelfoundation
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The fight against breast cancer is not 
just in October! Remember the women 
in your life during May and as we 
approach Mother’s Day, support cancer 
awareness. 
Together we CAN:
-Celebrate breast cancer survivors
-Support breast cancer awareness
-Spread the word about the importance      
 of mammograms and early detection 

Friday, May 10 – WEAR PINK
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Community Entrance  
Ascension Via Christi Hospital
Pink & Black Shirt Sales
Flowers of all colors & Ferns available  
for purchase
Treats and Giveaways for ALL
Hostage for a Cure
Bail out your colleagues at NOON
Community members jailed too
Go online to see who is in jail and how to 
donate to bail them out or keep them in

BUY PINK
T-Shirts 
PINK CAMO with white logo 
Adult Small – Adult XL  $15 
Adult XXL-5XL   $18
OR 
Black with PINK logo 
Adult Small – Adult XL  $10 
Adult XXL-5XL   $13
Plants ONLY AVAILABLE on MAY 10 
Flower Hanging Baskets $25 
Fern Hanging Baskets $25
Shirts for sale in the Mount Carmel 
Foundation Office and Community 
Entrance Front Desk. Cash or check 
accepted.
The 2019 shirt ONLY may be worn by 
hospital associates with their uniform 
bottoms every Friday in May 2019. Cash 
or check taken. No payroll deductions.
All proceeds go to the Mount Carmel 
Foundation benefitting the patients of 
the Ascension Via Christi Cancer Center.
For additional information or early sales 
which start April 29, contact  
Johnna Norton, Executive Director,  
Mount Carmel Foundation, at  
johnna.norton@ascension.org or 
620.235.3512.

Mount Carmel Foundation 
presents… 

Paint It All

Pink


