
A small number of board members and 
community leaders joined hospital and 
Cancer Center associates during the 
socially-distanced Legacy of Hope II 
Cancer Center campaign on August 27 at 
Ascension Via Christi Hospital. Throughout 
the past year, the foundation has been 
raising funds to help upgrade and update 
the 25-year-old Cancer Center.

"I want to congratulate our Cancer Center 
for 25 years of providing compassionate 
care. Even though we've had to make some 
changes due to COVID-19, cancer care 
never stops because cancer doesn't stop 
during a pandemic," said Randy Cason, 
President of Ascension Via Christi Hospital 
in Pittsburg.

Cason recognized previous hospital 
administrators and medical leaders in the 
community for their work to bring cancer 
care to Southeast Kansas 25 years ago, 
including Edythe McNally, Gene Bicknell, 
Dr. Vern Berkey, J.B, Towner and Gordon 
Elliott. The total investment to renovate 
the Cancer Center is $6 million, which will 
include a new HVAC system, renovations 
and the recent addition of the Varian 
TrueBeam Accelerator to treat radiation 
oncology patients.

During the event, Johnna Norton, Executive 
Director of the Mount Carmel Foundation, 
unveiled the total amount of fundraising 
contributions, which surpassed the 
organization's original goal of $770,000. 

A Legacy of Hope II: Successfully preparing for the next 
generation of cancer care
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"We have exceeded our campaign goal and 
have recorded gifts and pledges to date 
of $933,501," she said. "We are excited 
to exceed our goal and next steps are 
working with our cancer care team to see 
how we can utilize the extra funds to make 
even more improvements to our facility to 
enhance the environment of care for our 
patients."

The project is expected to be complete in 
Summer 2021.

Major donors include:

• Anonymous
• Richard Miller
• The Bicknell Family Foundation
• Gordon and Bev Elliott
• Troy and Susan Cook
• Ken and Debbie Brock
• Gary and Susie Lundy
• Nancy Miller
• Vicki Dennett
• Radiation Oncology Associates Inc –  

Dr. Duane Myers
• Mathew Family Fund, A Donor Advised 

Fund of Renaissance Charitable 
Foundation ■
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John U. Parolo: Generous Gift 
Will Impact Our Community for 
Years to Come
In the current times of uncertainty and 
challenges, let us take time to hear a story 
of kindness, generosity, and hope for the 
future; and how one man has chosen to 
leave a legacy of education that will impact 
numerous lives forever. The Mount Carmel 
Foundation was a recipient of funds left by 
John U. Parolo to better our community. 
An estate gift of $100,000 was to be used 
where the need is greatest at Ascension 
Via Christi Hospital Pittsburg. In addition, 
the John U. Parolo Educational Trust 
awarded education funds in the amount 
of $106,700 for two years to the hospital. 
Those funds will be used for critical clinical 
physician loan program, scholarship 
program, nursing extern program, nursing 

continuing education, and physician 
leadership education. The foundation and 
the hospital are profoundly grateful to be 
included in John’s legacy and providing 
the best possible healthcare to Southeast 
Kansas and beyond. The first recipients of 
the scholarships were just chosen: Madison 
Hoekstra, Jenifer McDonald, Ashley Nelsen, 
Kayla Stewart, Gabby VanBecelaere, and 
Carolyn Wing.

John was born October 11, 1924 in 
Croweburg, Kansas to Ugo and Elizabetta 
Parolo. The son of Italian immigrants, John 
attended Croweburg Grade School and 
graduated from Arma High School in 1941. 
As a young boy, he was baptized in the 
Catholic Church and continued his devotion 
and faith praying the rosary daily. On 
November 27, 1942, he enlisted in the United 
States Army and was a private first class 
serving in the 13th Armored Division during 
the European Theater of WWII until his 
discharge on October 26, 1945. During his 
time in Europe, John was wounded on April 
13, 1945 near Cologne, Germany, which left 
him with severe hearing loss. For his service 
he received the Purple Heart, ETO Ribbon 
and two Bronze Service Stars. Following his 
injury, John returned home and began his 
road to recovery.

John enrolled in two classes at Kansas State 
Teachers College (now Pittsburg State 
University) with hopes of becoming an 
engineer. Due to his hearing loss, he was not 
able to continue his education. John lived 
his life on the values of honesty, integrity, 

and hard work. He went to work for McNally 
Manufacturing in Pittsburg for three years 
before moving to Wichita, Kansas, and 
working for The Boeing Company as a 
machinist for 35 years until his retirement 
in 1990. Following his retirement, he moved 
back to Croweburg where he lived until his 
passing on February 12, 2019.

John had a love for fishing and traveling. 
His many fishing trips included 30 trips 
to Canada, two to Alaska, and one to the 
Caribbean. His other travels included nine 
trips to Italy to visit relatives, a trip to Egypt 
and the Holy Lands as well several other 
European countries with his sisters.

He also enjoyed attending his 13th Armored 
Division “Black Cats” Army reunions and 
connecting with his fellow comrades and 
their families. He was a generous supporter 
of the World War II Memorial in Washington, 
D.C. and the National WWII Museum in New 
Orleans.

John loved to share his life experiences as 
a young boy growing up in Croweburg. He 
would tell stories of the bootlegging days 
and the booming town of Croweburg during 
the height of the Coal Mining Industry.

John was a generous and loving man who 
donated to many charitable causes during 
his life and through his estate planning. 
The John U. Parolo Educational Trust was 
established following Mr. Parolo’s death, 
with the mission of providing support for 
education, specifically in the areas of math, 
science, engineering, and health care. ■
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Remember Me Tree 
On December 14, the community will 
honor family and friends at the annual 
“Remember Me Tree” dedication 
ceremony on Facebook. Last year, over 
150 ornaments were sold to honor 
or remember a loved one during 
the holiday season and $2,355 was 
raised to provide for patients at 
Ascension Via Christi Pittsburg. 
This is a special program for the 
foundation and a great holiday 
tradition to remember 
loved ones. ■

The Mount Carmel 
F o u n d a t i o n 
sponsored a Virtual 
Lunch and Learn 
with Dr. Michael 
Fenech on October 
27. Dr. Fenech 
talked about annual 
screening guidelines 
and mammogram 
recommendations. 
He also took various 
questions from 
guests. Kailey Clark 
joined the luncheon 
and covered 
an overview of what lymphedema is, 
precautions, types, and treatment options. It 
was a great opportunity to take time to learn 
about current recommendations and topics 
that could save your life. Ladies...do not 
forget to know what annual screenings you 
should be getting, do monthly self breast 
exams, and always let your doctor know 
what is going on with your health! No only 
in October but year round, let's make sure 
the women in our lives are always protected.

The foundation also raffled off two gift 
packages from Merle Norman as a fundraiser 
for our patients at the Ascension Via Christi 
Cancer Center Pittsburg. Charlotte Russell 
and Kathleen Schnelle were the winners! If 
you are interested in future virtual learning 
opportunities, please send us topic or 
speaker ideas and your email. We are looking 
to see if there is interest in sponsoring more 
events. ■

Giving Tuesday and Year End 
Giving: Make the holiday season 
a time of giving back
Mark your calendars for Giving Tuesday on 
December 1. Giving Tuesday is a national 
movement to encourage everyone as they 
do their holiday shopping to remember that 
it is a great time to pick a special charity to 
donate. We hope you consider a gift to the 
Mount Carmel Foundation. Giving takes all 
forms including cash, check, credit card, 
stocks, and planned gifts. You can easily 
give online by visiting www.viachristi.org/
mountcarmelfoundation. Also, get your 
gift in by December 31, 2020 for 2020 
taxes. All gifts are tax deductible. 

We also encourage you to consider 
participation in the Community 
Foundation of Southeast Kansas (CFSEK) 
Match Day on Giving Tuesday. It allows the 
Mount Carmel Foundation the opportunity 
to grow our endowed fund by receiving 
donations and a monetary match from 
the CFSEK. Contact the CFSEK for more 
information at southeastkansas.org or 
620.231.8897. ■

Department Grant Program: 
Seven years of patient impact
The Mount Carmel Foundation Board 
of Directors is proud to announce the 
awarding of 14 grants totaling $42,926 
for the 2020 Department Grant Program. 
Any associate could apply for the grants. 
We were excited to fund several different 
areas that support our care team and 
patients. 

• Diabetic Supplies Assistance Project
• Security Cameras
• Patient Transportation Assistance 
• Patient Prescription Assistance
• Patient Art Supplies
• Thermometers for Emergency 

Department Pediatric Patients 
• Heart Center Radiation Protection 

Equipment
• Imaging Lead Aprons
• Battery Powered Patient Lift
• Transesophageal Probe Leakage Tester
• Merge Cardio Advanced Reading 

Workstation
• Integrative Dry Needling Education
• RNFA Training
• Shaking Incubator ■

Hometown Hospital Heroes: Associate campaign best yet
Our awesome associates are taking care of patients every day AND supporting our 
foundation. Even during the unprecedented and trying times, our Hometown Hospital 
Heroes stepped up to raise $29,390 to support hospital needs which represents a 12% 
increase over last year. The Pharmacy Department had 100% giving from their associates. 
This shows that our associates believe in our hospital and how the foundation supports 
their work each day. We ask our community to also believe and support by giving to  
the foundation. ■

Virtual Lunch & Learn:  
Dr. Fenech shares information on 
women's health
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December 1 - Giving Tuesday
Visit us on Facebook to see how you can get 
involved or to make a donation.
December 14 - Remember Me Tree Virtual 
Lighting and Name Ceremony, 6 p.m.  
on Facebook
The Remember Me Tree is a beautiful way to 
honor a loved one during the holiday season. 
The tree will be on display at Meadowbrook 
Mall starting November 25 and names 
read at the ceremony. To purchase your 
ornament, contact the Foundation office or 
use the form below.

Upcoming Events

The Mount Carmel Foundation Presents the “Remember Me Tree”
A Christmas Tree will be on display throughout the holidays at Pittsburg’s Meadowbrook Mall with decorations hung in memory and honor of loved ones.

Remember Me Tree Contributions: 
Bows $5  Hearts $25  American Flag Heart or Star (In Honor of Our Military) $15  Doves $10  Angels $50

The donation must be received by December 10 in order for the name to be included at the tree lighting ceremony on December 14 at 6 p.m.  
held virtually on our Facebook page.

Enclosed is $  for  ornaments. 

It is to be placed on the tree in memory/in honor of 

Name: 

Address: 

Phone:  E-mail Address: 

Account Number:  Security Code: 
Expiration Date:  Signature: 

Contact Us
Johnna Norton,  
Executive Director

PO Box 1173 
1 Mt Carmel Way 
Pittsburg, KS 66762
PH: 620-235-3512 
FX: 620-232-0493

johnna.norton@ascension.org
www.viachristi.org/mountcarmelfoundation

Contact Information Update
If you have moved, changed jobs, have a new 
phone number or email, please let us know 
so we can update your information. 

Mount Carmel Foundation: Mission 
Statement 
To secure and extend financial assistance to 
the operation, maintenance, facilities and 
services of Via Christi Hospital in Pittsburg, 
and to contribute to healthcare and 
maintenance of the people of southeast 
Kansas and the surrounding region. ■

January 20-27, 2021 - 37th Annual Gala: 
Virtual Edition
Online auction, raffle, videos, and more.
More details on these events can be found 
online, on Facebook or by calling the office 
at 620.235.3512.


