
Mount Carmel Foundation:  
Mission Statement 
To secure and extend financial assistance 
to the operation, maintenance, facilities 
and services of Via Christi Hospital 
in Pittsburg, and to contribute to 
healthcare and maintenance of the 
people of southeast Kansas and the 
surrounding region. ■

The Mount Carmel Foundation 
continuously reviews needs identified by 
Ascension Via Christi Hospital in Pittsburg 
to utilize private funds raised and make 
the most impact on our patients and 
hospital. 

The Cancer Center will be having its 
25th anniversary in August 2020 and to 
keep current with the times, their team 
has started a list of needs including 
the addition of a linear accelerator,  
PET-CT (Positron emission tomography-
computed tomography), renovation of 
the chemotherapy area to create private 
rooms, and other renovation projects. 

The linear accelerator is the technology 
of today and is stereotactic radiosurgery 
capable. It delivers a higher dosage of 
radiation to a more specific area. For 
example, it can treat prostate cancer in 
5-6 treatments versus 45 and provides 

excellent treatment in lieu of brain or lung 
surgery for brain metastasis and early 
lung cancers. PET-CT provides a scan 
where you can see metabolic changes 
at the cellular level to see cancers and 
almost every cancer patient will need one 
or more during their treatment. 

Both machines are becoming a standard 
of care and needed to keep our award-
winning Ascension Via Christi Cancer 
Center on the forefront of cancer 
treatment. In 1995, $1.5 million was raised 
by the foundation and local community 
members to build this Cancer Center lead 
by Gene Bicknell and Gordon Elliott. 

The Mount Carmel Foundation has 
committed to help support these 
projects. There will be more information 
and an invitation for our community to 
support the Cancer Center through a 
giving campaign in 2020. ■

Cancer Center 25th Anniversary & Campaign 2020: Reinvesting for the next 25+ years 

Department Grants Program: Celebrating six years of success

The Mount Carmel Foundation has 
allocated up to $41,576 to department 
grants from unrestricted funds for 2019 
plus an additional $17,485 in projects 
where funded from restricted funds. 
There are exciting opportunities to help 
patient care in our hospital and to assist 
associates in doing their work. 
Since the program inception in 2014, 
over $284,589 has been allocated to 
department grants which are needs 
identified by associates and directors. 

Contact Us
Johnna Norton,  
Executive Director

PO Box 1173 
1 Mt Carmel Way 
Pittsburg, KS 66762
PH: 620-235-3512 
FX: 620-232-0493

johnna.norton@ascension.org
www.viachristi.org/mountcarmelfoundation

Thank you to all our associates and our 
foundation supporters who make these 
grants possible. 
• Diabetes Education

• Human Trafficking Task Force Resource 
Fund 

• Employee Appreciation & Recognition 

• Therapeutic Dry Needling Training

• Wound Care Patient Supplies 

• Stryker Pediatric Warming/Cooling 
System 

• Fire Safety for Area Respiratory 
Therapy Patients

• Breast Pump

• Infant Vein Finder 

• Vital Signs ICU 

• Non-Ambulatory Patient Weight Scale 

• Laparoscope (Operating Room)

• Heat/Cool Pads (Surgery Center) 

• Transportation Assistance 

• Prescription Assistance 

• Diabetic Supplies Assistance Project ■
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This shows that our associates believe 
in our hospital and how the foundation 
supports their work each 
day. 
We ask our community to 
also believe and support by 
giving to the foundation.  

Our awesome associates are taking care 
of our patients every day and supporting 
our foundation. 
We have a great team who already has 
raised $26,700 with 42% of all associates 
giving and associates can continue to give 
until December 31, 2019 to count towards 
this campaign. 

Associate Campaign: 

Moroccan Magic: 36th Annual Gala
Gala underwriter opportunities are available from $1,750 to $7,500 that would 
include a table and many more amenities. All levels of donations are accepted 
including items for the live and silent auction. Contact the foundation for more 
information and to sign-up to support this important event. 
For more information or to purchase tickets, search “Mount Carmel Foundation” 
at www.eventbrite.com. ■



Cheers + Beers:  
Fun and fundraising for the 
Cancer Center
On September 26, guests were treated 
to the sampling of new fall wines, 
Octoberfest beers, food, live music, 
and more as they attended Cheers + 
Beers to raise funds for our hospital and 
hear updates on special current needs. 
Thank you to Pairott Head Liquor, LDF 
Distributors, Eagle Beverage, Ron’s 
Supermarket, Frisco Event Center, and 
more for partnering with the foundation 
for a successful evening. 
One topic of the evening was the 
opportunity to contribute to the 
restricted fund of our Cancer Center 
which provides gas cards, prescriptions, 
nutritional supplements, and lodging to 
patients to those in need. As they fight 
the disease, they can take some peace 
in receiving assistantance with other 
items that come up during treatment. 
If you have any interest in helping our 
cancer patients in most need, stop 
right now and get out your phone to 
give. It takes at least $1,000 a month 
to fund the needs and if we had more, 
we would help more. Thank you for your 
consideration of the opportunity. 
Make a donation from your smartphone 
easily right now! Text-To-Give
• Step 1:  

Send a new text message to 41444 

• Step 2:  
MCFCHEERS19

• Step 3:  
Click the link in the reply message to 
make a donation

• Done!  
Now you have helped with an act of 
kindness to help our patients today!

Giving Tuesday and Year End 
Giving: Make the holiday season 
a time of giving back
Mark your calendars for Giving Tuesday 
on December 3. Giving Tuesday is 
a national movement to encourage 
everyone as they do their holiday 
shopping to remember that it is a 
great time to pick a special charity to 
donate. We hope you consider a gift to 
the Mount Carmel Foundation. Giving 
takes all forms including cash, check, 
credit card, stocks, and planned gifts. 
You can easily give online by using the 
donation button on our Facebook page. 
Also, get your gift in by December 
31, 2019 for 2019 taxes. All gifts are 
tax deductible. We also encourage 
you to consider participation in the 
Community Foundation of Southeast 
Kansas (CFSEK) Match Day on Giving 
Tuesday. It allows the Mount Carmel 
Foundation the opportunity to grow our 
endowed fund by receiving donations 
and a monetary match from the CFSEK. 
Contact the CFSEK for more information 
at southeastkansas.org 
or 620.231.8897. ■

Medical Staff Campaign:  
100% Giving Goal
The medical staff campaign kicked-off on 
August 29, 2019 and runs through June 
30, 2020. The leaders of the campaign this 
year are Dr. Titus Weller, Dr. Mindi Garner, 
Dr. Bashar Marji, and Dr. Brett Dunbar. Our 
medical community is very generous as 
last year 48% of our active and honorary 
medical staff donated or pledged $52,500 
to our hospital. We anticipate a successful 
campaign this year too as their goal is 
100% giving to support the patients of our 
community. ■

Fort Scott Emergency Department: 
Local grant could impact thousands
The Ascension Via Christi Fort Scott 
Emergency Department (FSED) will now 
be able to purchase a vapotherm unit for 
patients due to partial funding provided 
by the Fort Scott Area Community 
Foundation grant process for $1,519 and 
an additional $3,481 from the Dr. Pratt and 
Pauline Irby Fund at the FSACF. 

This unit is a mask-free respiratory support 
device used to provide patients suffering 
from a variety of respiratory complications 
with noninvasive high-flow oxygen. This device is utilized with a simple nasal cannula, 
allowing for comfort and the ability to eat, drink, and speak while receiving therapy 
which is not possible with other respiratory support devices. 

This therapy also allows for patients to be stabilized before needing more intensive 
care such as intubation. This will allow patients to be admitted to a local hospital 
instead of being transferred to a larger city for care which will allow patients to stay 
close to home for the future needed treatment of their illness. ■

Grants: Working together  
to do better
Ascension Via Christi Hospital Pittsburg 
has extended its services to the Fort 
Scott community.   As a result of this 
extension, there has been a increased 
need for equipment to provide quality 
health care for that community. The 
Community Foundation of Southeast 
Kansas (CFSEK) stepped up to provide 
a General Grant of $6,000 to assist in 
providing a portable ventilator that would 
be used transferring patients from Fort 
Scott to another medical provider when 
advanced treatment is needed. This will 
impact many lives and give patients the 
best care. The Mount Carmel Foundation 
provided the other $6,000 so the 
purchase could be made. Please thank the 
CFSEK for assisting in the medical needs 
of community, benefitting the common 
good, and increasing the quality of life of 
our area. 

The hospital was also a recipient of $2,642 
to purchase 800 thermometers to give 
to new parents at the hospital and all 
the patients of pediatrician Dr. Jessilyn 
Humble. These monies were provided by 
the Elm Acres Foundation. Giving parents 
the right tools to help take care of their 
kids will create healthier communities. 
The Elm Acres Foundation and the Mount 
Carmel Foundation also teamed up to 
fund the Impact Concussion Testing for 
Crawford County at a cost of $5,500 so no 
student or school must pay for the service. 
All 7th, 9th, and 11th grade athletes will be 
able to participate in the pretest and post-
tests are available for any injured student. 
These tests and the protocol are critical to 
take care of our injured kids. This program 
has to be funded annually so if you have 
any interest in sponsoring it in future years, 
contact the Mount Carmel Foundation ■

Keep in Touch   
Would you like to learn more about 
your Mount Carmel Foundation? 
Would you like to learn about what the 
foundation is, what it does, and where 
the funds raised go? 

LIKE US on Facebook at  
facebook.com/mount.carmel.
foundation.

There you will get almost daily updates 
on the great works of your foundation 
with article links, photos, and brief 
updates. ■
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Upcoming Events
December 3 –  
Giving Tuesday
Visit us on Facebook to see how you can get 
involved or to make a donation.
December 9 –  
Remember Me Tree,  
Meadowbrook Mall, 6 p.m.
The Remember Me Tree is a beautiful way to 
honor a loved one during the holiday season. 
The tree will be on display at Meadowbrook 
Mall starting November 25 and names read 
at the ceremony. To purchase your ornament, 
contact the Foundation office or use the form 
below. 

December 14 –  
Breakfast with Santa, Pittsburg Memorial 
Auditorium, 9 a.m.
Pittsburg High School performs a great 
Christmas show and breakfast is provided 
for all guests. Santa will be on site and other 
special treats are planned. There is no cost for 
this event and reservations are not required.
January 25, 2020 –  
36th Annual Gala: Moroccan Magic, Pittsburg 
State University 
Dinner, dancing, auctions, and more.

February 28, 2020 – Women’s Dress Red 
Luncheon
Join us for lunch, games, and more as we raise 
funds for our Heart Center.

More details on these events can be found 
online, on Facebook or by calling the office at 
620.235.3512.

Contact Information Update
If you have moved, changed jobs, have a new 
phone number or email, please let us know so 
we can update your information. 

The Mount Carmel Foundation Presents the “Remember Me Tree”
A Christmas Tree will be on display throughout the holidays at Pittsburg’s Meadowbrook Mall with decorations hung in memory 
and honor of loved ones.

Remember Me Tree Contributions: 
Bows $5  Hearts $25  American Flag Heart or Star (In Honor of Our Military) $15  Doves $10  Angels $50

The donation must be received by December 4 in order for the name to be included at the tree lighting ceremony on December 9 at 6 p.m.

Enclosed is $  for  ornaments. 

It is to be placed on the tree in memory/in honor of 

Name: 

Address: 

Phone:  E-mail Address: 

Account Number:  Security Code: 
Expiration Date:  Signature: 

Please make checks payable to the Mount Carmel Foundation.  
Return to the Mount Carmel Foundation, PO Box 1173, Pittsburg, KS 66762 | Pay online via “Donate” button on Mount Carmel Foundation Facebook page


