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When the diagnosis is cancer, you want state-of-the-art care for your fight … and the 
support of loved ones by your side. Fortunately for southeast Kansas residents,  
Via Christi Cancer Center makes both possible. 

We’re proud to serve the Pittsburg community as part of Ascension, the nation’s largest 
non-profit health system. You can expect the high quality of care that comes with being 
a cancer center accredited by the American College of Surgeons Commission on Cancer 
(CoC). And offering that compassionate care from the campus of Via Christi Hospital 
means that area patients don’t have to travel far from friends and family for treatment. 

Our coordinated, comprehensive care is built around a multidisciplinary team of 
professionals: surgeons, medical and radiation oncologists, diagnostic radiologists, 
pathologists, nurse and rehab specialists, pathologists and other specialists. From 
diagnosis to treatment to follow-up care for survivors, we’re committed to offering our 
best in fighting this complex group of diseases.

The CoC Accreditation Program provides the framework for the Via Christi Cancer Center 
to continually improve our quality of care. Through various cancer-related programs, 
we’re able to focus on expanding our full spectrum of cancer care — including prevention, 
early diagnosis, cancer staging, optimal treatment, rehabilitation, life-long follow-up for 
recurrent disease and, if necessary, end-of-life care. 

When patients receive care at a CoC facility, they have access to a wealth of helpful 
information for their future: The latest on clinical trials and new treatments; genetic 
counseling; and patient-centered services such as psychosocial support, patient care 
navigation, and a survivorship care plan that documents the care each patient receives 
and seeks to improve cancer survivors’ quality of life.

Like all CoC-accredited facilities, Via Christi Cancer Center maintains a cancer registry 
and contributes data to the National Cancer Data Base (NCDB), a joint program of 
the CoC and American Cancer Society (ACS). This nationwide oncology outcomes 
database is the largest clinical disease registry in the world. Data on all types of cancer 
are tracked and analyzed through the NCDB and used to explore trends in cancer care. 
CoC-accredited cancer centers, in turn, have access to information derived from this type 
of data analysis, which is used to create national, regional and state benchmark reports. 
These reports help CoC facilities with their quality improvement efforts.

The accreditation, commendations and successes of the Via Christi Cancer Center are a 
tribute to the excellent skill and training possessed by our clinicians. When you combine 
those attributes with caring and compassion, world-class treatments right at home, and 
an atmosphere that feels like family, then you know why the Via Christi Cancer Center is 
such a one-of-a-kind place to receive care.

About Via Christi Cancer Center
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As one of the leading cancer 
treatment centers in Southeast 
Kansas, Via Christi Cancer Center 
serves its community in a variety 
of ways. Via Christi Cancer Center 
is one of the few cancer centers in 
the entire United States to receive 
a three-year approval with all 8 
out of 8 commendation status by 
the American College of surgeons 
Commission on Cancer. Access to 
the latest cancer treatments are 
made available to our patients 
without the necessity of distant 
travel or fragmented encounters 
with changing providers. We 
bring the technology and clinical 
expertise of cancer specialists to a 
site much nearer to their homes.

We are able to offer our patients 
a full spectrum of detection and 
treatment services including 
surgery, radiation therapy, 
chemotherapy and cancer 
biological infusions in addition to 
a variety of education and support 
programs. Our experienced 
physicians, nurses, social workers 
and other support staff take 
care and pride in assisting each 
patient in their personal quest 
to maximize their quality of life 
while receiving expert disease 
management.

Through our affiliation with the 
Midwest Cancer Alliance, the 
Via Christi Cancer Center is 
able to offer the opportunity to 
take part in clinical trials and 
treatment innovations that are 
on the cutting edge. Through our 
partnership with the University of 
Kansas Cancer Center — which 
has gained the distinction of 
becoming an NCI-designated 
Cancer Center — we provide a 
wider access to newer and more 
effective treatment approaches, 

including stem cell transplantation 
and specialized oncologic surgical 
expertise.

Decades of cancer research 
have proven that the best 
approach to effective cancer 
management includes early 
detection. Via Christi Cancer 
Center participates in ongoing 
outreach efforts through free skin, 
pap smear and prostate screening 
programs. Education about 
cancer prevention, detection and 
treatment is regularly provided  
through a variety of outlets, such 
as our Lunch and Learn lectures 
which are open to the general 
public.

In 2015, the Mount Carmel 
Foundation surpassed its goal 
and raised more than $410,000 to 
bring 3-D mammography to Via 
Christi Hospital. This improved 
technology will be available to 
patients in early 2017.  On Aug. 
27, 2015, the Cancer Center 
celebrated a 20th anniversary 
dinner with 128 guests in 
attendance. Notable among the 
support foundations that have 
provided specific cancer-related 
patient assistance are: Rita J. 
Bicknell Women’s Fund Circle of 
Friends grant, the Community 
Foundation of Southeast Kansas, 
and the May Paint it all Pink 
Fundraiser. These groups have 
given tangible assistance with 
distinction so that travel, lodging, 
prescriptions and nutritional 
supplements are made available 
to patients. Their efforts, along 
with the generous support of all 
our staff, make it possible for our 
community to expect and receive 
quality and compassionate care 
right at home.

A word from our chairman

Mary K. Reed,  

MD, FACP, 

Cancer Committee 

Chairman 

Patient care: brain cancer evaluation and outcomes

Projected survival rate at five years

Cases in Via Christi Tumor Registry

According to the American Cancer Society in
2016, an estimated 23,770 malignant tumors 

of the brain and spinal cord (13,350 in males and 
10,420 in females) will be diagnosed. 

About 16,050 people (9,440 males and 6,610 
females) will die from brain and spinal cord tumors.

Overall, the chance that a person will develop a 
malignant tumor of the brain or spinal cord in his 
or her lifetime is less than 1 percent (about 1 in 140 
for a man and 1 in 180 for a woman).

The survival statistics below come from the 
Central Brain Tumor Registry of the United States 
(CBTRUS) and are based on people treated 
between 1995 and 2010.

These numbers are for some of the more common 
types of brain and spinal cord tumors. Numbers 
are not readily available for all types of tumors, 
often because they are rare or are hard to classify.

Data from the analytic bases of brain cancer 
accessioned by Via Christi Tumor Registry for the 
years 2006-2015 were studied for the following

1. Five-year survival statistics

2. Incidence of brain cancer

3. Age and race at diagnosis

4. County of origin

5. Stage of diagnosis and its relation to 
treatment and survival

6. Methods of treatment

2016 ANNUAL REPORT

Stage VCH ACS

Localized (lymphoma, one case) 100% -----

Staging N/A (28 cases) 0% 33%

Year Total cases # of brain 
cases

% of total 
cases

2006 276 1 <1%

2007 234 1 <1%

2008 251 2 <1%

2009 262 2 <1%

2010 340 0 ----

2011 385 5 1%

2012 358 3 <1%

2013 263 4 2%

2014 314 8 3%

2015 265 3 1%

Total 2,948 29 1%
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NCDB (2009-2013)

 Active surveillance —  1,928 (1%)

 Chemotherapy —  1,609 (1%)

 Radiation —  5,645 (4%)

 Radiation/
chemotherapy —  
13,634 (9%)

 Surgery — 39,666 
(25%)

 Surgery/chemotherapy —  
4,667 (3%)

 Surgery/radiation —  10,104 (6%)

 Surgery/radiation/chemotherapy —  
50,044 (32%)

 Other specified surgery —  3,300 (2%)

 No first course of treatment — 22,873 
(15%)

 Other than Top 10 treatments —  3,004 
(2%)

Total — 156,474 (100%)

Via Christi Hospital (2006-2015)

 Surgery/radiation — 2 (7%)

 Surgery/radiation/ 
chemotherapy —  20 
(68.5%)

 Radiation — 1 (3.5%)

 Radiation/
chemotherapy —  
6 (21%)

 Active surveillance  — 0

 Chemotherapy — 0

 Surgery — 0

 Surgery/chemotherapy — 0

 Other specified therapy — 0

 No first course treatment — 0

 Other than Top 10 treatments — 0

Total — 29 (100%)
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Age at diagnosis (2006-2015) County at diagnosis (2006-2015)5-year projected survival

Race — Via Christi Hospital (2006-2015)

Gender — Via Christi Hospital (2006-2015)

21%

34%
66%

21%

24%

14%

14%

 � The mean average age was 58 years for  
Via Christi Hospital brain cases.

 � Kansas does not have age-related statistics  
for brain cases.

 � The mean average age group was 50-59 years for 
national brain cases from 2006-2013.

 � Kansas statistics report 94 percent of 
all brain cases from 2008 to 2012 were 
Caucasian; 4 percent were African-American; 
2 percent were other/unknown.

 � National statistics report 81 percent of all 
brain cases from 2006-2013 were Caucasian; 
7 percent were African-American; 7 percent 
were Hispanic; 2 percent were Asian/ Pacific 
Islander; 1 percent were Native American; 2 
percent were other. 

 � Kansas statistics report brain cases from 
2008 to 2012 were 57 percent male; 43 
percent were female. 

 � National statistics report brain cases from 
2006 to 2013 were 56 percent male; 44 
percent were female. 

Total — 29 (100%)

Patient care: brain cancer evaluation and outcomes Patient care: brain cancer evaluation and outcomes2016 ANNUAL REPORT

 0-39 — 4 (14%)

 40-49 — 4 (14%)

 50-59 — 6 (21%)

 60-69 — 6 (21%)

 70-79 — 7 (24%)

 80-89 — 2 (6%)

 90+ — 0 

Total — 29 (100%)

 Caucasian — 29 (100%)

 African American — 0

 Hispanic — 0

 Native-American — 0

 Asian/Pacific Islands — 0

 Other — 0

 Unknown — 0

Total — 29 (100%)

First course of treatment

48%

68.5%

21%

7%

1%

 Male — 19 (66%)

 Female — 10 (34%)

Total — 29 (100%)

Montgomery
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2
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3

Neosho
1
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1

Bourbon
5

Missouri
2

Linn
1

Crawford
13

17% 8%3%

3%

8% 10%

45%

3%

3%

 Localized

 Staging N/A

0

20
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100
NCDB

VCH

DistantStaging N/A
(28 cases)

Localized
(Lymphoma, 

1 case)

100

80

60

40

20

0
100% 33%

6%

100%

3.5%

1%
4%

9%

25%

3%

6%

32%

2% 15%

2%
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Histologic type — Via Christi Hospital (2006-2015)

Type of tumor: 5-year relative survival rate

2016 ANNUAL REPORTPatient care: brain cancer evaluation and outcomes Patient care: brain cancer evaluation and outcomes

Review of study

 � Findings from this study were 
reported by Boban Mathew, MD, to 
the Cancer program Committee 
on Oct. 24, 2016. The Committee 
recommends repeating this study in 
a timely manner.

 � The mean average age for Via Christi 
was 58; National reports 50-59 age 
categories.

 � Via Christi Hospital reported 34 
percent brain cancer cases as female 
and 66 percent male; Kansas reports 
43 percent female and 57 percent 
male; National reports 44 percent 
female and 56 percent male.

 � Race was reported at 100% 
Caucasian at Via Christi; Kansas 
reports 94 percent Caucasian, 4 

percent African-American and 
2 percent Other/Unknown; and 
National reports 81 percent 
Caucasian, 7 percent African- 
American, 7 percent Hispanic with 5 
percent Other/Unknown.

 � Forty-five percent of cases were 
reported originating from Crawford 
County.

 � Via Christi Hospital reports 79 
percent glioblastoma as the primary 
histologic type; nationally this ranks 
at 48 percent.

 � Staging is not applicable for primary 
brain cancer cases.

 � The primary first course of treatment 
at Via Christi Pittsburg was surgery/

radiation/chemotherapy at 68.5 
percent; National reported 32 
percent.

 � The projected survival rate at 5 years 
for brain cancer at Via Christi is 0; 
national reports at 33.8 percent .

 � Treatment improvements are felt 
to be a large part of the success in 
surviving this disease.   

 Ependymoma, NOS — 1 (3.5%)

 Glioblastoma, NOS — 23 (79%)

 Gliosarcoma — 1 (3.5%)

 Oligodendroglioma, NOS — 1 (3.5%)

 Oligodendroglioma, anaplastic — 1 (3.5%)

 Neurocytoma, central — 1 (3.5%)

 Lymphoma, diffuse large B-cell — 1 (3.5%)

 Anaplastic Astrocytoma — 0 

 Astrocytoma — 0

 Malignant glioma  — 0

 Neoplasm, NOS — 0

 Pilocytic astrocytoma — 0

 Mixed glioma — 0

 Hemangioblastoma  — 0

 Malignant neurilemoma — 0

 Other than top 10 histologies — 0

Total — 29 (100%)

79%

3.5%
3.5%

3.5%
3.5% 3.5%

3.5%

0

20

40

60

80

100

Low-grade  
(diffuse) 

astrocytoma

Anaplastic 
astrocytoma

Glioblastoma Oligoden-
droglioma

Anaplastic 
oligoden-
droglioma

Ependymo-
ma/anaplas-
tic ependy-

moma

Meningioma

 20-44

 45-54

 55-64

Age:

98 viachristi.org/pittsburg  viachristi.org/pittsburgVia Christi Cancer Center Via Christi Cancer Center



2016 ANNUAL REPORT 2016 ANNUAL REPORTPatient care: prostate cancer evaluation and outcomes Patient care: Prostate cancer evaluation and outcomes

Patient care: Prostate Cancer Evaluation and Outcomes

Other than skin cancer, prostate cancer is 
the most common cancer in American men. 

The latest American Cancer Society estimates 
for prostate cancer in the United States are for 
2016:

 � About 180,890 new cases of  
prostate cancer will be diagnosed 

 � About 26,120 men will die of  
prostate cancer 

About 1 man in 6 will be diagnosed with prostate 
cancer during his lifetime. More than 2 million 
men in the United States who have been 
diagnosed with prostate cancer at some point 
are still alive today.

Prostate cancer is the second leading cause of 
cancer death in American men, behind only lung 
cancer. 

About 1 man in 36 will die of prostate cancer.  
Since the use of early detection tests for 
prostate cancer became fairly common 
(about 1990), the prostate cancer death rate 
has dropped. But it isn’t yet clear if this drop 
is a direct result of screening or caused by 
something else, like improvements in treatment.

Data from the analytic cases of prostate cancer 
accessioned by Via Christi Pittsburg Tumor 
Registry for the years 2011- 2015 were studied 
for the following:

 � Incidence of prostate cancer

 � Age and race at diagnosis

 � County of origin

 � Stage of diagnosis and its relation to 
treatment and survival

 � Methods of treatment

 � Five-year survival statistics

Projected survival rate at five years

Stage VCH ACS*

Local 100% >99%

Regional 100% >99%

Distant mets 28% 28%

Cases

Year Total 
cases

# of prostate
cases

% of total 
cases

2011 385 70 18%

2012 358 56 16%

2013 263 43 16%

2014 314 43 14%

2015 265 39 15%

Total 1,585 251 16%

Age at diagnosis (2011-2015) Race — Via Christi Hospital (2011-2015)

34%

11%

 � The mean average age was 69 years for  
Via Christi Hospital prostate cases.

 � Kansas does not have age-related statistics for 
prostate cases.

 � The mean average age group was 60-69 years 
for national prostate cases from 2011-2013.

 � Kansas statistics report 88 percent of all 
prostate cases from 2008 to 2012 were 
Caucasian; 6 percent were African-American; 
less than 1 percent were other.

 � National statistics report 76 percent of all 
prostate cases from 2011-13 were Caucasian; 
15 percent were African-American; 5 percent 
were Hispanic; less than 5 percent were other.

 0-39 — 0

 40-49 — 2 (<1%)

 50-59 — 28 (11%)

 60-69 — 85 (34%)

 70-79 — 112 (45%)

 80-89 — 24 (10%)

 90+ — 0 

Total — 251 (100%)

 Caucasian — 237 (94%)

 African American — 7 (3%)

 Native-American — 1 (<1%)

 Chinese — 1 (<1%)

 Other — 5 (2%)

 Hispanic — 0

 KS data difference — 0

Total — 251 (100%)

10%

<1%

94%

2%
<1%

<1%

3%

45%
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10
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1
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4

Allen
1
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14
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6

Jasper
6
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1
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2
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1
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85

County at diagnosis

Total — 251 (100%)

Montgomery
4 Labette

16
Cherokee

14

Neosho
5

Wilson
1

Allen
2

Bourbon
24

Linn
2

Crawford
65

Oklahoma
10

10%

43%*

<1%

2%

6% 6%

27%

2%

<1%

Stage at diagnosis 
Via Christi Hospital (2011-2015)

 Type I — 75 (30%)

 Type II — 155 (62%)

 Type III — 11 (4%)

 Type IV — 9 (4%)

 Unknown — 1 (<1%)

Total — 251 (100%)

 Type I — 77,860 (23%)

 Type II — 193,040 (56%)

 Type II — 37,361 (11%)

 Type IV — 25,999 (7%)

 Unknown — 10,606 (3%)

Total — 344,866 (100%)

NCDB (2011-2013)

<1%

62%

30%

4%
4%

23%

56%

11%

7%

3%

<1%

Missouri
107

Texas
1

*American Cancer Society 2016 Cancer Facts and 
Figures, 2005-2011.

*Due to Joplin 
tornado

1%

4%
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NCDB (2011-2013)

 Adenocarcinoma — 334,928 (97%)

 Neoplasm, NOS — 3,357 (<1%)

 Acinar cell carcinoma —  
2,618 (<1%)

 Carcinoma, NOS —  
1,944 (<1%)

 Infiltrating duct carcinoma — 
619 (<1%)

 Small Cell Carcinoma, NOS — 
261 (<1%)

 Adenocarcinoma with mixed 
subtypes — 229 (<1%)

 Mucinous adenocarcinoma —  
227 (<1%) 

 Neuroendocrine carcinoma — 91 (<1%)

 Adenocarcinoma with  
Neuroendocrine Differentiation — 77 (<1%)

 Other than Top 10 histologies — 515 (<1%)

Total — 344,866 (100%)

2016 ANNUAL REPORT 2016 ANNUAL REPORTPatient care: prostate cancer evaluation and outcomes Patient care: prostate cancer evaluation and outcomes

NCDB (2011-2013)

 Hormone —  16,197 (5%)

 Radiation —  55,666 (16%) 

 Radiation/hormone —  
40,155 (12%)

 Surgery — 166,937 
(48%)

 Surgery/hormone — 
7,220 (2%)

 Surgery/radiation —  5,791 
(2%)

 Surgery/radiation/hormone —  4,203 (1%)

 Other — 6,007 (2%)

 No 1st course of treatment — 21,826 (6%)

 Active surveillance — 19,080 (6%)

 Other than top 10 treatments — 1,784 (<1%)

 Hormone and other — 0 

Total — 344,866 (100%)

Via Christi Hospital (2011-2015)

 Hormone — 9 (4%)

 Hormone and other  
—  1 (<1%)

 Radiation — 145 (59%)

 Radiation and hormone — 
53 (21%)

 Surgery — 19 (8%)

 Surgery and hormone  
— 1 (<1%)

 Surgery/radiation — 8 (3%)

 Surgery/radiation/hormone — 3 (1%)

 Other — 2 (<1%)

 No 1st course treatment — 9 (4%)

 Unknown — 1 (<1%)

 Other than top 10 treatments — 0

 Active surveillance — 0

Total — 251 (100%)

First course of treatment

59%

4% 5%

16%

12%

48%

6%

<1%

Histologic type (2006-2013) — Via Christi Hospital

Via Christi Hospital (2011-2015)

 Adenocarcinoma — 251 (100%)

 Neoplasm, NOS — 0

 Acinar cell carcinoma — 0

 Carcinoma, NOS — 0

 Infiltrating duct 
carcinoma — 0

 Small cell carcinoma, 
NOS — 0

 Adenocarcinoma with 
mixed subtypes — 0

 Mucinous 
adenocarcinoma — 0

 Neuroendocrine carcinoma — 0

 Adenocarcinoma with  
neuroendocrine differentiation — 0

 Other than Top 10 histologies — 0

Total — 251 (100%)

Review of study

 � Findings from this study were 
reported by Boban Mathew, MD, to 
the Cancer Program Committee on 
Oct. 24, 2016.

 � The mean average age for Via Christi 
Hospital was 69; National reports 
60-69 age categories. 

 � Race was reported at 94percent 
Caucasian, 3 percent African- 
American at Via Christi Hospital; 
Kansas reports 88 percent 
Caucasian, 6 percent African- 
American and 6percent Other/
Unknown; and National reports 
76 percent Caucasian, 15 percent 
African-American, 5 percent Hispanic 

with 5 percent Other/Unknown.

 � Crawford County reported 27 
percent of originating cases and 43 
percent originated in Missouri (due 
to 2011 tornado in Joplin).

 � Via Christi Hospital reports 100 
percent adenocarcinoma as the 
primary histologic type; nationally 
this ranks at 97 percent.

 � Staging was reported as 62 percent 
for Stage II at Via Christi Hospital 
compared to 56 percent for the 
Nation.

 � The primary first course of treatment 
at Via Christi Hospital was Radiation 
alone at 59 percent; National 

reported 16 percent for radiation 
alone and 48 percent for surgery 
alone. The primary first course of 
treatment at Via Christi Hospital was 
surgery/radiation/chemotherapy at 
68.5 percent; National reported 32 
percent.

 � The projected survival rate at 5 years 
for prostate cancer at Via Christi 
for local and regional stage is 100 
percent with distant mets at 28 
percent; National reports local and 
regional at >99 percent and distant 
mets at 28 percent. 

The Committee recommends repeating 
this study in a timely manner.

Patient-oriented cancer conferences

Continuing research and education are 
two of the best weapons we have in the 
battle against cancer. Via Christi Cancer 
Center offers physicians of all specialties 
the opportunity to review and discuss 
various types of cancer by hosting both 
weekly and monthly tumor conferences. 
The goal of these conferences is to 
continuously improve our patient care 
through the dissemination of research 
findings and ongoing education for our 
physicians and staff.

Our tumor conferences are designed 
for a multidisciplinary audience. Cases 
are presented by a wide variety of 
physician specialists and are open to 
support staff involved with patient care. 
Each presentation includes an outline 
of the medical history, physical findings, 
clinical course, radiographic studies 
and pathological interpretations. Open 
discussion is encouraged and includes 
a review of current medical literature, 
personal experiences in the management 
of similar cases and recommendations 
from fellow physicians.

Additional conferences were sponsored 
by the University of Kansas Medical 
Center (KUMC) and the Rural Eastern 
Kansas Area Health Education Center. 
These included: 

 � Heated Intraperitoneal 
Chemotherapy and 
Hyperparathyroidism-POIs by Peter 
DiPasco, MD, assistant professor, 
Department of Surgery, KUMC

 � Advanced Treatments of Cancer 
Related Pain — Helping to 
Improve Pain, Function and 
Survival by Dawood Sayed, MD, 
assistant professor, Department of 
Anesthesiology, KUMC

 � Updates in Cancer Genetics:  Panel 
Testing—The New Norm by Jennifer 
Klemp, PhD, MPH, associate professor, 
Division of Clinical Oncology, KUMC

 � Current and New Options in Breast 
Reconstruction by Julie Holding, MD, 
program director, Midwest Institute 
of Microsurgery Fellowship; assistant 
professor, Department of Plastic 
Surgery, KUMC

Individual  cases 
presented in 2014

Site Quantity

Anal 1

Brain 1

Breast 30

Colon 2

GE junction 1

Head/neck 1

Lung 4

Lymphoma 3

Melanoma 1

Multiple myeloma 1

Other 1

Pancreas 1

Prostate 1

Rectal 1

Sarcoma 1

Testicular 1

Thyroid 2

Tonsillar 1

Unknown 4      

Total 54

<1%

21%

8%

<1%
3%

1% <1%
4% <1% 2%

2%
1%

2%

6%

100%

97%

<1%
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Tumor Registry 2015

Via Christi Cancer Center’s Tumor Registry is an 
information and tracking system designed for 
the collection, management and analysis of 

patients with cancer. The registry began in 1965 and 
now includes more than 7,500 cases.

There are three important reasons for maintaining a 
Tumor Registry:

 � Education: Statistical reports of Registry data 
enable physicians who treat cancer patients to 
evaluate the success of specific tumor treatments.

 � Follow up: The Registry serves as an automatic 
reminder for physicians and patients to schedule 
regular physical examinations. This assures the 
continual medical supervision of patients who have 
received a diagnosis of cancer.

 � Research: The data collected and maintained 
in the Registry serves as a valuable resource for 
researchers interested in the causes, diagnosis and 
treatment of cancer.

The primary responsibility of the tumor registrar is to 
assure that complete and accurate data is collected 
and maintained for all cancer patients diagnosed 
and/or treated at the Via Christi Cancer Center. Our 
certified registrar must work with all departments 
in the hospital to ensure complete coverage. 
Additionally, the tumor registrar works with the 
medical staff and coordinates Tumor Conferences.

Tumor Registry data is forwarded to the Kansas 
Cancer Registry and National Cancer Data Base.

Distribution by county

2016 ANNUAL REPORT

Gender Stage at diagnosis

47.73% 52.27% 
20% 21% 

38%  

11%

5%
5% 

Age at diagnosis Diagnosis and treatment location

18.94% 

9.47%  

34.09% 

25.76% 

0.38%
4.17%
6.44%

0.76%

2015 Tumor Registry statistics
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 Male — 138 (52.27%)

 Female — 126 
(47.73%)

Total — 264 (100%)

 0-29 — 1 (.38%)

 30-39 — 11 (4.17%)

 40-49 — 17 (6.44%)

 50-59 — 50 (18.94%)

 60-69 — 90 (34.09%)

 70-79 — 68 (25.76%)

 80-89 — 25 (9.47%)

 90+ — 2 (.76%)

 Unknown — 0

Total — 264 (100%)

 In-Situ — 13 (5%)

 Local — 54 (21%)

 Regional — 100 (38%)

 Distant — 53 (20%)

 N/A — 30 (11%)

 Unknown — 14 (5%)

Total — 264 (100%)

 Diagnosed here, 
treated elsewhere —  
19 (4%)

 Diagnosed here, 
treated here — 154 (53%)

 Diagnosed elsewhere, 
treated here — 91 (36%)

Total — 264 (100%)

4%

53% 

36% 

1
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Site of cases added     

Acute lymphocytic leukemia 1 0.38%

Acute myeloid leukemia 2 0.76%

Anus, anal canal and anorectum 3 1.14%

Ascending colon 1 0.38%

Brain 3 1.14%

Breast 42 15.91%

Cecum 4 1.52%

Cervix uteri 1 0.38%

Chronic lymphocytic leukemia 4 1.52%

Chronic myeloid leukemia 3 1.14%

Corpus uteri 5 1.89%

Cranial nerves other nervous system 2 0.76%

Esophagus 2 0.76%

Gum and other mouth 2 0.76%

Hepatic flexure 1 0.38%

 Hodgkin — nodal 1 0.38%

Kidney and renal pelvis 1 0.38%

Larynx 5 1.89%

Lip 1  0.38%

Liver 1   0.38%

Lung and bronchus 50 18.94%

Melanoma - skin   5 1.89%

Mesothelioma   1   0.38%

Miscellaneous 12 4.55%

Myeloma 3 1.14%

Site of cases added    

Non-Hodgkin lymphoma — extranodal 6 2.27%

Non-Hodgkin lymphoma — nodal 3 1.14%

Nose, nasal cavity and middle ear 1 0.38%

Other non-epithelial skin 1 0.38%

Ovary 4 1.52%

Pancreas 9 3.41%

Prostate 39          14.77%

Rectum 6 2.27%

Sigmoid colon   1     0.38%

Small intestine 1 0.38%

Soft tissue (including heart)   2   0.76%

Stomach 3 1.14%

Testis 1 0.38%

Thyroid 15 5.68%

Tongue 3 1.14%

Tonsil 2 0.76%

Transverse colon 1   0.38%

Urinary bladder 9 3.41%

Vulva   1   0.38%

Total 264 100.00%

2015 Tumor Registry statistics 2016 ANNUAL REPORT

Via Christi Cancer Center is committed to providing 
educational information and preventive screenings 
to both the medical community and general public. 

Our physicians, nurses and staff have access to continuing 
professional education through our partnership in the 
Midwest Cancer Alliance (MCA) as well as twice-monthly 
tumor conferences.

A membership-based organization, the MCA links the 
Cancer Center with the University of Kansas Cancer Center 
and oncologists throughout Kansas and western Missouri. 
This partnership provides local physicians and staff access 
to ongoing professional education and increases the 
number and variety of screenings offered to our region.

We work diligently to offer educational and screening 
opportunities for our communities.

 � Free skin cancer screenings offered to the public 
through MCA

 � Free cervical cancer screenings offered to the public 
through Via Christi Cancer Center and MCA

 � Colorectal cancer screening kits distributed

 � Prostate cancer screenings provided through Via Christi 
Cancer Center and local urologists

 � Staff members actively supported local chapter of the 
American Cancer Society

 � Maintained cancer support groups

 � Cancer patient library with current literature and 
educational materials provided

 � Lectures given at area medical society meetings, as well 
as at civic organizations and community gatherings

Educational and screening opportunities

Services offered at Via Christi Hospital

 � Acute rehabilitation 

 � Ambulatory surgery 

 � American Cancer Society 

 � Brachytherapy

 � Cancer data registry

 � Certified oncology nursing services

 � Chemotherapy

 � Clinical laboratory services 
including histology and pathology

 � Clinical trials

 � Diagnostic imaging, including 
certified mammography services, 
ultrasound, CT scanning, nuclear 
medicine scans including single 
photon emission technology 
(SPECT), positron emission 
technology (PET) and magnetic 
resonance imaging (MRI)

 � Education programs 

 � Enterostomy

 � Financial counseling 

 � Genetic testing

 � Grief counseling/support programs

 � Hematology

 � Home health

 � Home medical equipment

 � Hospice

 � Inpatient rehabilitation 

 � Inpatient therapy 

 � Lymphedema therapy 

 � Medical oncology services

 � Multidisciplinary Cancer Committee

 � Nutrition services                  

 � Occupational therapy 

 � Pain management 

 � Palliative care 

 � Pastoral/spiritual care

 � Patient navigation services 

 � Patient pharmaceutical support

 � Physical therapy

 � Psychiatric therapy

 � Radiation oncology services 
including intensity modulated 
radiation therapy (IMRT)

 � Rehabilitation services

 � Satellite medical oncology clinics in 
Fort Scott and Parsons 

 � Screening/educational programs 

 � Social services

 � Speech therapy

 � Stereotactic breast biopsies

 � Stomal therapy

 � Surgical oncology

 � Tobacco cessation support/therapy 

 � Transitional rehabilitation 

 � Transportation services

 � Tumor conferences

 � Wound care

 � Yoga therapy
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Nikkie Leake
American Cancer Society

Lisa Lovell, CTR
Tumor Registry

Christi Lynagh, CTR
Tumor Registry

Boban Mathew, MD
Medical Oncology

Pete Mayo
Pastoral Care

Duane Myers, MD
Radiation Oncology

Johnna Norton
Mount Carmel Foundation

Jose Pacheco, MD
Radiation Oncology

Hilah Perkins, APRN
Via Christi Cancer Center

Jeffrey Phillips
Radiation Oncology manager

Mary Reed, MD
Medical Oncology, Hematology

Debra Regehr
Diagnostic Imaging

Charlotte Russell
Via Christi Cancer Center director

Chandra Stebbins
Palliative care coordinator

Tariq Suwan, MD
Diagnostic Imaging

Drew Talbott
Administrations

Mickey Xun, MD
Medical Oncology

2015 Cancer Committee members

Robert Huebner, MD
Surgery, ACOS Liaison — Chair 

Melinda Adair, RN
Clinical trials 
Via Christi Cancer Center

Carrie Amershek
Risk Management

Dr. Shahid Awan
Via Christi Cancer Center

Jason Bailey, DO
Pulmonology

Rick Baker
Pharmacy

Tammy Battaglia, MD
Pathology

Linda Bean, DO
Family Practice

Jennifer Boggs, RN
Breast patient navigator

Jeffrey Burch, MD
Psychology

Randy Cason
Administration

Brett Dunbar, DO
Surgery

Amy Gibson-Bebee, APRN
Via Christi Cancer Center

Joanna Hughes
Community Relations

X.M. Jenkins, MD
Surgery

Clayton Kent
Rehabilitation

Sandy Krusich
Via Christi Cancer Center  
Social worker

Seema Latchman, DO
Surgery

On Aug. 28, 2015, the public was 
invited to celebrate the past, 
present and future of cancer care in 

southeast Kansas. Public events included a 
balloon launch, program and refreshments 
as well as tours of the Cancer Center. 

A special invitation went out to current and 
former patients, families and our community. 
A private celebration was held for Cancer 
Center associates and area medical staff 
and supporters who have been instrumental 
in the 20 years of care provided in our 
Cancer Center.

Via Christi Cancer Center 20th Anniversary: Celebrating 20 years and beyond ...

In an effort to help transition breast 
cancer survivors from treatment to 
long term wellness, Via Christi Cancer 
Center Survivorship joined forces with 
Outpatient Rehabilitation Services 
to offer each breast cancer patient 
completing therapy a free wellness 
assessment and one-year membership 
to the Via Christi Wellness Program. 
This wellness initiative is currently being 
sponsored by the generosity of the 
Mount Carmel Foundation.

Cancer wellness for survivors

Vanessa Jarrett,

Survivorship 

Coordinator
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Via Christi offers a continuum of care from the birth of a child to enhancing the lives 
of older adults. This program or service is part of Via Christi Hospital Pittsburg, Inc.

Via Christi is an Equal Opportunity (EOE) and Affirmative Action Employer. We 
support diversity in the workplace.
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