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Hometown:
I was born in Falls City, Nebraska, but I have lived the 
longest in Wichita 

Family:
My husband, Steve Brunin and two step-daughters: 
Jennifer, a RN in Emporia, and Jessica, a respiratory 
therapist in Topeka. Between them, we have seven 
grandkids ages 6-17.  

Pets:
Two very spoiled cats — Fox and Storm  

First job:
Double T fastfood restaurant in Chanute at 16 years 
old 

Why I chose a career in medicine:
I just felt drawn to it. I originally earned a 
business degree, but then was working 
in medical-type jobs and eventually in a 
resident clinic and felt still drawn to it.

Why I chose this speciality: 
I couldn’t imagine limiting myself to one 
patient population and always felt I 
would do family medicine when 
I started medical school, but I 
did consider obstetrics and 
emergency medicine.  

Hobbies and interests:
I love to read. I can sit and 
read for hours. I also like to 
shop and travel. 

Favorites:
Read: JD Robb, James 
Patterson, Sandra Brown, 
lots of authors!
TV Show: Big Bang Theory, 
NCIS and Law and Order
Vacation spot: Germany/
Europe, I love traveling overseas. 

Still on my bucket list:
Alaskan cruise and Australia 

Not too many 
people know that: 
I minored in German

Alternate career choice:
An accountant — I love numbers and fi guring out puzzles. 

The most important thing I have learned:
Appreciate the people in your life as they may not be 
around as long as you think. 

I just can’t resist:
Chocolate and my cats!   

What I am most proud of:
My family

I am inspired by:
My patients. They let me into their most private 
thoughts and struggles. 

Most rewarding thing about being a 
doctor:
The relationships. I enjoy getting to know 
families and watching kids grow up.  

Best piece of advice for patients:
BE HONEST: bring up your worries and 

most important issues fi rst. 

One word that describes me:
Short, thorough and chatty (hard to 
keep to one word)

Ten years from now I’d like to 
be:

Still in Manhattan/Wamego. I 
don’t want to move again!!!!

What keeps me up at night:
Not much. I’m a pretty sound 
sleeper. 

How I stay physically fi t:
Right now not doing as much 

as I want. I do watch my diet, 
and my goal is to work out on 

the treadmill three or more times 
a week. 
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