
Human 
trafficking
protocol

Look for red flags: 
if present, proceed  

to step one
 � Patient is reluctant 
to explain or has 
inconsistencies when asked 
about his/her injury.

 � Patient is not aware of his/
her location (i.g., what city 
or state he/she is in).

 � Patient has someone 
speaking for him/her.

 � Patient shows signs of 
physical or sexual abuse, 
medical neglect, untreated 
STIs and/or torture.

 � Patient exhibits fear, anxiety, 
depression, submission, 
tension, nervousness and/or 
avoids eye contact.

 � Patient is under 18 and is 
engaging in commercial sex 
or trading sex for something 
of value.

 � Patient has an unusually 
high number of sexual 
partners for his/her age.



Step one:
Follow child abuse 
or domestic violence 
protocols, depending on 
patient’s age:

 � Attend to patient’s 
medical needs and 
treatment. Then provide 
an accommodating, 
comfortable, safe area.

 � Notify charge nurse of 
potential HT issue.  

 � Engage a nurse that has 
gone through Human 
Trafficking Awareness 
training to ask the 
assessment questions. 

Important: chart that 
charge nurse was 
notified and why.

Step two:
Patient asked assessment 
questions by a nurse that 
has gone through Human 
Trafficking Awareness training: 

 � Have you ever been 
forced to do work you 
didn’t want to do?

 � Have you ever been 
forced to have sex to pay 
off a debt?

 � Does anyone hold your 
identity documents (i.g., 
driver’s license/passport) 
for you? Why?

 � Have physical abuse 
or threats from your 
employer made you 
fearful of leaving your 
job?

 � Has anyone lied to you 
about the type of work 
you would be doing?

 � Were you ever threatened 
with deportation or jail 
if you tried to leave your 
situation?

Step three:

If the answer is yes to any of 
the assessment questions 
and the patient is 18 and 
over and wants to notify law 
enforcement:

Step three:

If the answer is yes to any of 
the assessment questions and 
the victim is under 18:

 � Follow the child abuse 
protocol and comply with 
mandatory reporting 
statutes (See general policy 
G-PT-6). Assessor will 
update security regarding 
security needs.

Important: chart and  
fill out appropriate 
template

Step four:
Patient does not want to 
notify law enforcement: 

 � Make sure the patient 
knows how to get help. 

 � Via Christi staff is available 
24/7, at any hospital, to 
provide assistance.

 � WASAC  24-hour hotline: 
316.263.3002

 � Local emergency phone 
number: 911

 � National Trafficking 
Hotline: 888.373.7888

 � Assessor updates security 
on the situation and assists 
patient in calling 911.

Important: chart and  
fill out appropriate 
template


